
The Year 6 Writer 

In all aspects of writing, pupils will be expected to be able to explain and 

justify their vocabulary, sentence lengths and punctuation choices in 
relation to the impact on the reader and/or the effect on their audience. 

A Year 6 writer will be expected to be able to move between standard and 
non-standard forms of English appropriately and chooses registers of 

language (formal/informal, personal/impersonal) for effect and will vary 
writing for interest (perhaps by ‘writing in an accent’.)  

In narrative writing, the Year 6 writer writes well-structured openings and 
ensures that endings relate convincingly to central plot of their narrative. 

Dialogue, Action and description are interwoven appropriately throughout 
their writing. 

A year 6 writer is able to evaluate and edit their own and others’ writing 
against specific criteria for audience and purpose.  They will use specific 

grammatical terminology (subject, object, active, passive, synonym, 

antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points) when talking 
about their own and others’ writing. 
  

 Sentence structure and punctuation  
A year 6 writer varies the length and focus of their sentences to express 

subtleties in meaning and focus on key ideas.  They do this by using a 
variety of simple, compound and complex sentences where appropriate 

and according to the demands of the text type.  This will include 
embedding subordinate clauses for economy of expression.  

Year 6 outcomes will demand that pupils use the full range of punctuation 
accurately to demarcate sentences; within sentences they will use 

commas to mark grammatical boundaries (with occasional lapses in 
accuracy); and apostrophes and ellipsis for omission or to suggest a shift 

in time, place, mood or subject. 

To be ready for the expectations of the Key Stage 3 curriculum, a year 6 
pupil is able to edit and proof read their writing for spelling; and will 

propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects or clarify meaning. 

  
 Text organisation  

Writing in Year 6 expects that pupils will be able to use paragraphs 
purposefully and creatively to clearly structure main ideas across a text; 

and will experiment with the order and length of paragraphs ( e.g. 
effective use of one-word paragraphs). Year 6 writers will make some 

links across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices which 
may include:  

- signalling forwards or backwards (e.g. questions /statements to 
bridge: ‘It was at this point that Dr Barnardo decided he must take 

action and the next stage of his work began…’, ‘Dr Barnardo knew 

that providing children with an education…’) 
 confident use of a range of adverbials of time/ frequency and 

subordinating conjunctions to link, compare or contrast  



- ellipsis 

- repetition of a word or phrase. 
 

 Handwriting 
 

A Year 6 writer writes legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. They 
decide whether or not to join specific letters (e.g. using unjoined script for 

captions; diagram labels; headings in non-fiction; slogans in posters; 
filling in a form; etc.). 

Year 6 students make appropriate choices in presenting information and 
ideas on paper and when using ICT.  They use presentational features to 

organise information and to aid understanding for the reader. 
 

 
 

 

 
 


