
The Year 6 Reader 

It is expected that readers in Year 6 will select books from an increasingly wide 

range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks. Texts will include modern fiction, fiction from British literacy heritage 

and books from other cultures and traditions (including pre-twentieth century 
titles). Year 6 readers will show increasing independence in their choice of 
reading but may need support to be introduced to books that will challenge them 

and extend their skills.  
 

Book choices will include titles that are playful with genre conventions (e.g. 
parody) and which demand more resilience of the reader in terms of length and 

complexity of vocabulary and sentence structures. Novels will explore more 
mature themes and complex structures which give readers greater scope for 
inference to be drawn through character and setting clues.   
 

 Comprehension 
 
It is expected that readers in Year 6 will be able to retrieve information from the 

texts that they read, referring to more than one place in the text and where 
there is competing or distracting information.  They will be able to analyse the 

dialogue at certain points in a story and summarise its purpose (e.g. to explain 
the plot; to show characters and relationships between characters; or to convey 
mood or humour). They will be able to analyse why and how scene changes are 

indicated in the narrative and how these changes affect the characters and the 
impact they have upon the plot. Readers in Year 6 will identify the techniques, 

language and vocabulary that authors use to include sub-plots and flashbacks in 
stories and they will be able to explain how the authors can manipulate the 
emotions and bias of the reader. 

 
 Inference 

 
Year 6 readers will justify their personal responses to narratives with suitable 

expansion including whether and why stories, events or characters were 
believable or whether dilemmas were resolved satisfactorily.  They will be able to 
explain how their attitudes and opinions alter during the development of a plot 

and to pinpoint reasons for these changes. 
  

 Language for Effect 

 
Year 6 readers analyse and explain the impact of authors’ techniques and use of 
language including any expressive or figurative language; the range of sentence 

structures; or the use of repetition etc. 
 

 Themes and Conventions 

Year 6 readers will identify and summarise the underlying themes in a range of 

narrative texts noting where there are several themes competing in a text. They 

will provide evidence from the texts they read to explain how themes emerge 

and conventions are applied in a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 


