
The Year 5 Reader 
 

Readers in Year 5 choose books from a wide range of fiction including modern 
fiction, fiction from our literary heritage and books from other cultures and 

traditions. They will show increasing independence in their reading choices, but 
may need support to be introduced to books that will challenge them and extend 
their skills. Year 5 readers should read books that demand some resilience of the 

reader in terms of length and complexity of vocabulary and sentence structure.  
 

 Comprehension 
 
Readers in Year 5 retrieve information, referring to more than one place in a 

text, and where there is competing or distracting information.  They are able to 
notice how an author signals changes in the narration, time or place; and notes 

the effect this has upon them as a reader.  Year 5s comment upon how an 
author builds and presents a character referring to dialogue, action and 
description of the character and what this suggests. 

 
 Comprehension/Inference 

 
A Year 5 reader will identify examples of dialogue that show different degrees of 

formality and consider what this implies about the relationships and context of 
the character or setting. 
 

 Inference   
 

Readers in Year 5 provide evidence of characters changing during a story and 
discuss possible reasons for this change where the reasons are bot obviously 
stated within the text. They will consider the time and place where a story is set 

and look for evidence of how that affects characters’ behaviours and/or the plot 
development. 

 
Year 5 readers  comment upon the use of language using the terminology 
onomatopoeia, metaphor and personification.  They will use inferential strategies 

to identify the meaning of new or unfamiliar vocabulary. 
 

 Language for Effect 
 
Pupils in Year 5 identify examples of effective description that evoke time and 

place commenting upon both the word and sentence choice of the author.  They 
will explore in-depth the meaning of particular multi-layered (figurative) words 

or phrases deciding what effect the author intended for the reader and justifying 
this with further evidence from the text. 
 

 Themes and Conventions 
 

A Year 5 reader identifies and compares the underlying themes of narrative texts 
(e.g. can track words or phrases linked within the theme throughout a narrative 
and note how the author keeps reinforcing the theme throughout) and will 

identify the conventions across a range of non-fiction text types and forms. 
 
 


