
 

The Year 4 Writer 
 

The Year 4 writer is beginning to develop their understanding of the effect 
of their writing upon their readers.  They will include descriptive detail to 

evoke a setting or atmosphere and will choose vivid, specific vocabulary 
and nouns; adjectives; expanded noun phrases and figurative language 

(including both simile and metaphor); along with a range of sentence 

structures. The sequence of their writing will be clear as they will use 
appropriate conjunctions and adverbials to show how one event leads to 

another. Their writing will include character descriptions designed to 
provoke sympathy or dislike in the reader. 

 
The Year 4 writer will be able to organise or categorise information based 

upon notes that they have collated or collected from a range of different 
sources.  They will use techniques which directly engage or directly 

address their readers including simple psychology to appeal to their 
readers’ judgements (e.g. ‘Everyone knows that…’; ‘Nine out of ten 

people agree that…’; ‘You’d be foolish not to sign up’.) Year 4 writers will 
also compose memorable or alliterative slogans (e.g. ‘Happy Holidays at 

Hazel House’). 
 

The Year 4 writer is able to evaluate the effectiveness of their own and 

others’ writing and suggests appropriate improvements. 
 

 Sentence Structure and Punctuation 
 

Year 4 writers will use correct standard English forms of verb agreements 
(i.e. we were instead of we was; and I did rather than I done etc). They 

will expand nouns, not just with adjectives, but also with expanded noun 
phrases and prepositions (e.g. ‘the teacher,’ becomes ‘the strict, maths 

teacher with curly hair’).  
Year 4 writers will also develop their use of fronted adverbials  or 

sentence openers (e.g. ‘Later that day..’, ‘Hearing a crash behind me,..’), 
and will use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 

speech i.e. a comma after the reporting clause; end punctuation with 
inverted commas (e.g. The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”) Year 4 pupils 

will use apostrophes correctly and commas appropriately after sentence 

openers. 
 

A Year 4 writer is able to evaluate and edit their writing to propose more 
effective grammar and vocabulary for greater accuracy. 

 
 

 Text Organisation 
 

A Year 4 writer establishes the organisation of their writing by using 
appropriate paragraphing. They group similar information within 



paragraphs, often moving from general to more specific details and 

examples or elaborations to develop the readers’ understanding of the 
information contained within the paragraph They will also use a paragraph 

change to indicate a change in setting, character and time rather than 
simply reflecting a stage in their planning. Their competency in using 

paragraphs helps to organise their writing logically and allows their 
writing to ‘flow’ smoothly from one point or event in a narrative to 

another. 
 

 Handwriting 
 

Year 4 handwriters increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their 
handwriting. They ensure that the down strokes of letters are parallel and 

equidistant and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that 
ascenders and decenders do not touch. 

 

Year 4 pupils secure the use diagonal and horizontal strokes that are 
needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one 

another, are best left unjoined. 
 

 
 

 
 

 


