
The Year 4 Reader 

The Year 4 reader now reads books that demand sustained reading.  The 

children should be able to read accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for 

the children to focus upon understanding rather than decoding individual words. 

The settings of books will be less familiar to the children and could be set in 

different times, places or cultural contexts.  Year 4 readers will be able to 

appreciate that settings will influence character behaviour or shed light upon 

their mood or predicament. 

 Comprehension 

Year 4 readers will recognise the introduction, build-up, climax or conflict and 

resolution in narratives (and will use this awareness of form in their own 

writing). They will be able to explain and justify an opinion on the resolution of 

an issue/whole narrative  but will also listen to the opinions of others and will 

adjust their own thinking or understanding in light of this and where appropriate. 

Year 4 readers are able to retrieve information from text where there is 

competing or distracting information and summarises the way in which the 

setting will affect characters’ appearance, actions and relationships e.g. ‘The 

children in The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe are family and speak and act 

differently to the class mates in The Angel of Nitshill Road’. 

 Comprehension/Inference  
Year 4 readers identify techniques used by the author to persuade the reader to 

feel sympathy or dislike. 
 

 Language for Effect 

Readers in Year 4 make deductions about the motives and feelings that might lie 

behind characters’ words and comments upon the differences  between what a 

character says and does and what this tells the reader. They will be able to pick 

out evidence from the text to justify the opinions of particular characters and 

predict how a character will behave in a particular setting.  A Year 4 reader 

becomes effective at understanding how authors use a variety of sentence 

constructions e.g. using relative clauses to add detail and identifying how 

authors use precise vocabulary to meet their intended purpose e.g. They slipped 

into the room unnoticed. 

 

 Themes and Conventions 

A Year 4 reader will identify the structure and features of a range of non-fiction, 

narrative and poetry texts and will analyse how the structure and presentation of 

the text contribute to the purpose of the writing. 


