
The Year 3 Writer 

The Year 3 writer develops their competence in writing by using some 

detail in the description of setting or characters’ feelings or motives.  They 

will imitate authorial techniques gathered from their reading and will 

begin to use figurative language including similes.  

They are able to select and use formal and informal styles and vocabulary 

appropriate to the purpose of their writing and in an attempt to engage 

their reader. 

They are able to edit and proofread their writing to improve the overall 

effectiveness for the reader. 

 Sentence Structure and Punctuation 

The Year 3 writer is able to organise their sentences by expressing time, 

place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. when, before, after, while, so, 

because); adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon, therefore); or prepositions 

(before, after, during, in, because of) effectively.  

Year 3 writers use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple 

past (e.g. ‘He has gone out to play’ contrasted with ‘He went out to 

play’).The expectations of Year 3 demand that pupils use basic 

punctuation accurately and they will show some development of their 

competence in using commas to mark grammatical boundaries within 

sentences.  A Year 3 writer would be able to edit their own or others’ 

writing for punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

 Text Structure 

A Year 3 writer will plan and write stories based upon their own 

experiences using the structure: opening, dilemma/conflict/problem, 

resolution and ending the texts effectively. Towards the end of the year 

they may begin to develop their understanding of organising their stories 

into paragraphs. 

End-of-year Expectations in Year 3 mean that writers will use a wider 

range of phrases to sequence events in their writing (i.e. moving on from 

First, Then, After that, Finally, etc; on to After a while, at the beginning of 

the day, etc.) in preparation for using fronted adverbials and other 

sentence openers in Year 4. 

Year 3 writers will use basic punctuation accurately and appropriately and 

will use speech punctuation accurately and are beginning to understand 



the conventions of written dialogue that shows the relationship or 

conversation between two characters. Tenses will be accurate and the use 

of either first or third person is sustained consistently through their 

writing. 

When writing non-fiction texts, Year 3 writers are able to convert notes 

that they have made about a subject into groups of sentences around a 
topic. They will often move from general information to more specific 

detail while still keeping to the topic focus of the groups of sentences. 

They will also include organisational devices to aid conciseness such as 
numbered lists or headings. 

 

 Handwriting 

Year 3 writers are increasing the legibility, consistency and quality of their 

handwriting by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and 

equidistant and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that 

ascenders and descenders do not touch.  They are beginning to use 

fluently the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 

and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left 

unjoined. 

 


