
The Year 3 Reader 

Readers in Year 3 will begin to read books with chapters that are often fairly 

short, but made up of whole pages of text.  These books may have an 

underlying theme (e.g. friendship etc.) and illustrations are used to break up, 

rather than support, the text. Characters and settings in these books are 

becoming more complex and some description of characters or settings implies, 

rather than states. 

 Comprehension 

A Year 3 reader is able to summarise the main ideas from the text they are 

reading and is able to suggest reasons why events have happened or why a 

character has behaved in a particular way. When studying the author’s use of 

language and sentence construction, they are able to discuss the impact that 

these techniques have had upon them as a reader. 

When reading non-fiction texts, a Year 3 reader uses the contents pages and 

indexes to locate and retrieve and record information, including extracting 

information from tables and charts. 

 Inference 

Children in Year 3 are able to use the descriptions and actions of characters in 

stories to make inferences about the character’s feelings, motives, behaviour 

and relationships.  They should now empathise with characters and make links 

between their own experiences when making judgements about characters’ 

actions. They will be able to refer back to the text to look for evidence to justify 

their views and thoughts. 

 Language for effect 

Year 3 readers are able to identify the language choices and forms that an 

author uses to create atmosphere and settings or to suggest predictions for the 

reader. (E.g. what words or phrases in this description indicate that sinister 

things might happen in this place?) 

 Themes and Conventions 

Readers in year 3 begin to identify themes across texts e.g. friendship, good and 

evil, bullying etc. When reading fiction and non-fiction texts, they are able to 

evaluate the effectiveness of these texts in terms of function, form and language 

features. 

 

 

 



 


