
The Year 2 Writer 

The Year 2 writer will be able to write stories in the style of a traditional 

tale using the typical settings, characters and events of this genre of 
writing. They will also write stories that are set in settings that are 

familiar to them and about familiar characters including relevant detail to 
sustain and engage their reader’s interest. 

 
Writing in Year 2 will establish the basic purpose of the text stylein which 

they are writing (e.g. main features of a story, report, etc.) and will use 
some features of the given form maintaining consistency in purpose and 

tense. 
 

 Sentence structure and punctuation 
 

Year 2 writers use sentences in different forms including statements, 

questions, exclamations, and commands. They will expand and join 
sentences appropriately using co-ordination (using or, and, but) and 

subordination (using when, if, that, because). 
 

End-of-year expectations in Year 2 are that writers will be able to vary the 
ways in which they open their sentences so that they do not always open 

their sentences with the subject of the sentence.  They will add 
appropriate adverbs and adjectives to give essential information (e.g. 

‘plain flour’ rather than ‘flour’ or ‘fluffy, white flour’); and will expand 
noun phrases to describe and specify (e.g. ‘the blue butterfly’). 

 
Year 2 writers use punctuation correctly most of the time, including full 

stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for 
lists and apostrophes for contracted forms and the singular possessive. 

 

When editing their own writing, Year 2 writers are able to do this 
independently and monitor their writing for sense while looking out for 

previously taught aspects of their class learning (e.g. spelling, 
punctuation, sentence structure etc.)  

 
 Text Organisation 

 
A Year 2 writer plans and writes their own stories with a logical sequence 

of events, using complete sentences grouped together to tell different 
parts of the story.  They will use examples and forms they have studied in 

reading as a model for their own writing, using language that is 
appropriate for the text type and they will check their writing to make 

sure that it makes sense and that they have used the appropriate tense 
throughout their piece of writing. 

 

 
 



 Handwriting 

 
Year 2 writers are able to form lower-case letters of the correct 

orientation and size relative to another. They begin to use the diagonal 
and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which 

letters, when adjacent to one another, are best let unjoined. They write 
capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to 

one another and to lower case letters.  


