
The Year 1 Reader 

The focus on reading in Year 1 is in developing the child’s fluency in recognising 

letters and identifying what ‘sound’ these letters make in words (called 

Grapheme-Phoneme-Correspondence or GPC).  The books that they will read 

independently will contain enough print for the child to practise these decoding 

skills. 

It is expected that children will blend these sounds to read words in books that 

are predominantly dominated by illustrations which support the text, or in more 

complex books, which support the storyline.  The storylines n these books 

involve a few episodes in chronological order and include a range of sentence 

structures including statements, questions and commands. 

 Comprehension 

The Year 1 reader reads age-appropriate texts fluently and with around 90% 

accuracy.  They are able to identify the beginning, middle and end of a story and 

to predict events and endings of stories; as well as retrieving key information 

from the text. 

When reading aloud, expectations are that are year 1 reader will automatically 

self-correct if a sentence does not make sense;  will respond appropriately to 

punctuation; and use different voices and tones for characters and atmosphere 

(Their ‘story-telling’ voice). 

 Inference 

A Year 1 reader is able to identify the goals/motives of the main characters in 

stories based upon what the characters have said or done in the story. With 

support, they are able to explain their understandings of the texts they have 

read and justify their thinking using the word, ‘because.’ 

 Language for Effect 

Year 1 readers begin to understand how written language can be structured 

differently according to the genre. E.g. in order to build surprise in a narrative or 

present facts in non-fiction. 

 

 Themes and Conventions 

Year 1 readers are able to identify simple and recurring language in texts and 

will speculate about and discuss the significance of the titles of stories and 

books. 

 

 



 

 

 


