
THE NEW EARLY YEARS REFORMS (SEPTEMBER 2021) AT FLAMSTEAD END 

 

You may or may not be aware that the government has been making changes to the curriculum that 

early year’s children experience from birth to five years old.  The curriculum that your child will be 

taught from September 2021 will be the revised version of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

These government changes have been made to better support all children’s learning and 

development. There is as particular focus on Communication and Language for all children. 

  

Within the revised guidance mention is made to educational programmes, or the ‘Early Years 

curriculum’, the areas of learning and development which must guide the activities and experiences 

that your children in our settings.  

 

At Flamstead End the Early Years team have been working hard to use the suggested new 

educational programmes to make changes to our already engaging curriculum so that these reforms 

are right, and meet the needs of the children who attend our Early Years setting. 

 

The 7 areas of learning and development remain the same. 

The 3 prime areas: 
 Communication and Language 
 Physical Development 
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
  

The 4 specific areas: 
 Literacy 
 Maths 
 Understanding the world 
 Expressive arts and design 

 

What has changed? 

Changes have been made to the wording in the recommended educational programmes which 

means the objectives are longer, there is more depth to each area of learning and its targets and the 

programmes contain examples of things that all staff and parents can do with children to enable 

them to build deep knowledge skills and understandings. 

As mentioned, there is an increased focus on early language and vocabulary. 

  

The government’s aim with these changes is to improve outcomes for children as they progress 

through the EYFS. 

 

Below are some of the key points from the new EYFS reforms that include relevant changes which 

parents, carers and children may notice or experience. 

- Staff will be spending less time on large amounts of written observations and assessments for 

evidence collection. This means they can spend more time supporting and engaging with the children 

and their learning and development needs. You may notice that the quantity of observations on 

Tapestry is different to previous years should you have had a sibling at Flamstead End.  

- Children will no longer be assessed against statements from an age band (such as 40-60months). 

Instead, staff will use their experience and knowledge to observe a child’s learning and development 

and see if it is on track for their age based on our skills curriculum. Again, on Tapestry you will no 

longer see these age bands used as part of the assessments on observations. 

- There are still Early Learning Goals – the assessment used at the end of the Reception year, 

however these have changed. These can be found on the Reception class page of our website. 

Previously the assessment of the Early Learning Goals was recorded as ‘emerging, expected and 

exceeding’ this has changed, children who have surpassed the content of the Early Learning Goals 

will be challenged to have a greater depth of understandings about the concepts and skills they have 

built up over their time in Preschool through to Reception. 



- Safeguarding and welfare of children is still a priority, with the added mention of teaching children 

about the importance of good oral health and how to keep teeth clean and healthy. 
 

Flamstead End’s Early Years Curriculum 

The Early Year team have created a bespoke curriculum for those children attending Preschool, 

through to Reception. Our curriculum is based on a progression of skills we believe children should 

have, and have opportunities to implement and develop, in order to be confident, enthusiastic and 

creative learners.  

 

We continue to be aware of the importance of Characteristics of Learning (CoL) within the Early 

Years. The Characteristics of Effective Learning focus on three key elements; engagement, 

motivation and thinking. A Characteristic of Effective Learning is not necessarily something a 

practitioner must ‘do’, for children, but an understanding of how children learn and develop. 

 

We understand that the Characteristics underpin effective learning that must be meaningful to our 

children so that they are able to use what they have learned and apply it in new situations. These 

abilities and attitudes of strong learners will support them to learn well and make good progress in 

all areas of learning and development. 

 

To learn well, children must approach opportunities with curiosity, energy and enthusiasm 

 

The Characteristics of Effective Learning and the Prime and Specific Areas of Learning and 

Development are all inter-connected. 

 

 

 


