
  
 

Reading and sharing books every day not only creates a love of reading, but 

makes a HUGE contribution to achievement and attainment at school. The 

Institute of Education’s 2013 study into the role of reading found that:-  

• Children who read for pleasure are more likely to perform 

significantly better in school than their peers.  

• Children who share books regularly with their parents perform 

better in tests at age 16 that those who do not.  

• Reading for pleasure has the strongest effect on children’s 

vocabulary development; but the impact on spelling and maths is 

also significant.  

• Children who read for pleasure make more progress in Maths, 

vocabulary and spelling between the ages of 10 and 16 that 

those who rarely read.  

It is for these reasons that we make sure that the reading elements of 

children’s learning at Flamstead End are ambitious and targeted.    

     
   

  Reception to Year 2 

  

  

Read Write Inc. lessons are delivered daily from Reception – Year 2. Read Write 

Inc. is predominately a reading instruction programme that allows children to 

learn to read accurately and fluently with good comprehension. Throughout 

the programme, children learn the English alphabetic code - the 150 

graphemes (single and multiple letters) that represent the 44 speech sounds 

made in words in English. Letter-sound correspondences are taught and 

consolidated every day within the phonics section of the Read Write Inc. lesson. 

The children then apply the sounds they have learned to read words and 

stories.  

In our very first lessons in reception, the children learn to read the 44 speech 

sounds as individual letters or combinations of letters.   Once a number of 

sounds have been learned, they are taught to blend these sounds together to 

read whole words. After all the speech sounds are read accurately and applied 

to read whole words; the children then begin to read very simple ‘Ditty’ books 

containing simple sentences. As their competency develops, they move on to 

read simple story books.  

Reading at Flamstead End 
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 At different points in their reception year (depending upon the needs of individual 
children) the children move on to simple story books.   

As they move 
 
through Year 1 and 2, the stories become progressively more 

challenging, until the children complete the Read Write Inc. programme towards 
the end of Year 1 or the beginning of Year 2.  

   

The books and stories that the children read as part of Read Write Inc. are  

closely matched to children’s increasing knowledge of phonics and ‘tricky’ 

words (sometimes called ‘red’ words – words which cannot be accurately 

‘sounded out’); so that from the very beginning of their reading journey, they 

experience plenty of success.   

Repeated readings of the texts support their increasingly fluent de-coding of 
words. 

 

Children read the text three times.  On the first read, we focus on accurate 

word reading: on the second, developing fluency: and on the third, on 

comprehension.  

Fluency and comprehension increase with each repeated reading.  

 

Developing a love of reading  

Reading for pleasure continues to be a key aspiration that we hold for all of our 

pupils. Reception to Year 2 pupils are encouraged to choose books from the 

class or school libraries to enjoy at home and school.  The children may also 

read books from their own personal collections or from local libraries.   

Teachers will also share class books and stories with the children throughout 

the day.  

It is essential that our children are encouraged and given the opportunity to 

read or share books every day at school, but most especially at home. 

Providing outstanding reading instruction and encouraging a love of books 

and stories from the very earliest stages of our children’s education, will 

ensure that we develop avid, capable and fluent readers in the future.  

  

Year 3 to Year 6  

From Year 3, reading instruction is delivered as follows:-  

• Reading instruction during English lessons  

• Reading and comprehension and response to texts during Guided 

Reading sessions  

• Issuing of challenging books in preparation for the demands of the 

Year 6  

SATs reading test  

• Through Accelerated Reader books and quizzes; children complete 

quizzes after reading a book. The results inform their choice of books 

to read next.  
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Reading Instruction during English lessons  

The core purpose of reading within our lessons is to ensure that children read 

easily, fluently and with good understanding; develop the habit of reading 

widely and often for both pleasure and information; acquire a wide 

vocabulary; and appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage.  

High quality, engaging texts are used as stimuli for writing and as model 

texts for understanding and developing writing in a range of genres. These 

include, fiction, non-fiction, poems and plays by leading authors.  

Comprehension activities within Guided reading lessons are designed to help 

children to infer, summarise, question, clarify, predict and justify.  The 

children will also make connections between texts and stories and their own 

experiences.  At the same time, all the texts include ambitious vocabulary.  

Before children read the text, they are taught the meanings of the more 

challenging vocabulary and pupils and teachers will attempt to use and apply 

these ‘power’ words in their conversations or writing.  

  

 Guided Reading      

  

Guided Reading is a small group reading activity that the children take part in with 

the class teacher.  The teacher chooses a range of engaging and challenging texts 

that the group will read together to study the language used; find evidence within 

the text to justify opinions or thoughts; infer, question or clarify characters’ actions 

or the development of the plot; predict, justify and summarise main events.  

     The children complete a pre-task activity, either independently or under the 

guidance of a teaching assistant. The pre-task involves the reading of the text 

(either independently or supported) and then the children will note down any 

challenging language that they do not understand; any questions that the texts 

has raised; any parts of the text that has made them laugh; or any other 

comments they want to make about the texts. 

  The teacher follows these comments up within the guided reading session and 

generates a discussion that will find evidence within the text to justify 

opinions and thoughts; and which encourages inference and clarification of 

their ideas using evidence from the text. The teacher will also model how to 

identify evidence in the text that justifies their thinking and ideas.  

  Guided reading activities promote the development of reading fluency; 

prepares the children for reading comprehensions exercises; and encourages 

a love reading.  
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Participation with Accelerated Reading software     

Accelerated Reader is a piece of software that sets book quizzes for the 

children, once they have read a complete book.  

The children take part in a reading assessment quiz, the results of which 

suggest which books the child should choose. Books are graded into colours 

and the children usually have two or three colours to choose from. Within 

each colour selection, there is a wide range of interest levels and levels of 

difficulty; so a child in Year 3 and a child in Year 6 could both be 

recommended to choose books with an orange label.  The level of books will 

provide sufficient challenge for the child, but will not be so difficult to read 

that the onerous task of decoding and understanding the words he/she is 

reading interferes with the enjoyment of the story.  That said, as this 

programme is primarily being used as a motivational tool, no book is out of 

bounds for the child! The suggestions are a guide, not a rule. These reading 

assessment quizzes are re-taken at regular intervals throughout the school 

year.  

Once a child completes a book, they take a book quiz which tests their 

understanding and enjoyment of the book. 

  


