
Parent forum 25.5.22 

Website – some parents use it for checking the diary and holiday dates. The new website is 

up and running now, please have a look at it.  

Q - Do we need an app to make communication easier? We will look into this.  

Reading at Flamstead End 

Miss Lord joined us to explain about RWI. Nursery and pre-school classes explore books 

relevant to children’s interests and curriculum and start learning through RWI when they go 

into Reception.  

RWI is taught daily and the children work through the scheme until they finish. Groups are 

arranged by ability so the children can learn at their pace and level. We recently changed to 

use RWI purely for reading and have introduced separate English/writing lessons which have 

had a positive impact to children’s learning. RWI lessons are now 30-45 mins and English 

lessons use high quality books as stimuli.  

Phonics screening results are usually between 95-98%, this went down to 35% after 

lockdown. Retest in October went up to 76%, but it’s still lower than pre-pandemic. Aim is 

for all children to be off RWI by the end of Y2. If some children haven’t reached this 

threshold, they will have support in Y3. We’re hoping to split the new Y3 classes 3 ways for 

English to support this.  

Catch up  

Booster classes have been after school in KS1; sports leaders have been employed to free up 

teachers to support groups of children in class.  

Y3 – catch up for RWI as needed. But if phonics doesn’t work for children by then, we need a 

different approach.  

The rest of our curriculum has changed to allow for children who find writing hard – we 

don’t assess on writing ability. Our class books demonstrate learning and children can talk 

about their learning without having to rely on written pieces of work.  

Libraries 

No investment for 20 years when Mrs Dalton arrived. This was addressed during lockdown 

and lots of books were thrown out and libraries were re-stocked. This is one reason for us 

checking the condition of books when they are returned. Some parents refused to pay for 

books which had been damaged by water bottles; that’s why we stopped the children 

bringing full water bottles in. When we asked parnets to send in empty bottles we 

discovered that some children have been bringing squash or even coke in their bottles, it 

should be water only.  

Reading in KS2 

Accelerated reader has been in school since previous head introduced it. The children read 

a book then take a quiz to check their comprehension. They should be getting at least 80% 



in a quiz. Star reader tests are conducted individually each term; they identify a child’s 

reading age and their development level range e.g. 2.4-3.8. Library books are now colour 

banded to match the reading levels. The children know the colours that match their level so 

they can choose appropriate books. They don’t get a reward for the number of words they 

read now but the children still do the quizzes and reading levels have been maintained. 

These were the ‘Million Words’ certificates that the children used to receive pre pandemic. 

The activity still happens as part of the accelerated reader programme.   

Guided reading – daily sessions in mixed ability groups; 1 teacher led session, TA session and 

3 independent reading sessions. After initial reading, they complete a grid to prepare them 

for the teacher session. On every classroom door, they have a sign saying what the class are 

reading and what they think of it. They also state what the teacher is reading and what they 

think of it 

Teacher assemblies focus on the class book. Children record themselves recommending 

books and this is put on a QR code for others to watch.  

MyOn discussion  

This has been purchased as an extra way to encourage the children to read. Each child can 

go on using their login and can choose their interests, save books to read as favourites and 

can take quizzes afterwards. In KS2, they can link to the Star reader tests and can then 

search for books at their level as well as their interests. A parent guide was sent home to 

help with the system.  

Books can be read aloud to the children and words/ sentences are highlighted to help the 

child read along (this function can be turned off). Teachers can use myOn to share books in 

class, set books for the children to use for research and also set up projects for them to 

work on chrome books. At home myOn can be used as an alternative to reading a physical 

book. Initial feedback from pupils has been very positive.  

Questions about reading?  

Word millionaire – rewards for AR. AR is so much more than just reading 1 million words. 

The children do the quizzes to test their understanding of the books, they still read their 

words, but they don’t get a certificate.  

Comment: Children who didn’t get the words would feel really down.  

Y5 – if we have more than one child but only one device, Myon isn’t fair.  

Please contact Mrs Howard if you need help. Myon is there as an extra, not a replacement 

for real books.  

Future agendas – what would you like to discuss?  

 Behaviour policy – incl. exclusions. Mrs Howard and Mrs Lewis will join us.  

How can we get parents in and involved?  

Majority of mums work so aren’t available during the day.  



Possibly use a virtual system for the meetings 


