
LONG TERM PLAN PRESCHOOL AND NURSERY   (Reviewed end of April 2022) 

 

TERM AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

Learning 

Focus 

‘Settling in’ and ‘All about me’ 

‘Nursery Rhymes’ 

‘Autumn’ and ‘Fairy Tales (with a food 

focus)’ 

‘Winter’ and ‘My local area’ ‘Spring and New Life’ ‘In the garden and Minibeasts’ ‘Out and About’ and ‘Transition’ 

The children 

will be 

learning… 

Our settling in routine consists of children 

getting to know the staff members and 

make new friends. They will learn how to 

use our Nursery and environment 

independently with guidance from the 

Nursery team. We will establish our 

nursery rules together and settle in to our 

routines. We learn how to be part of a 

large group and begin the journey of 

exploring sharing, taking turns and working 

together. 

 

During the topic ‘All about me’ children will 

talk about themselves and differences 

between each other. They will talk about 

what they can do and celebrate their 

uniqueness. We will look at likes and 

dislikes. 

We will have a particular focus on emotions 

and feelings and encourage children to talk 

about their own feelings and begin to 

recognise those of others. They will have 

the opportunity to talk about who is in their 

families, and what we do with our families 

(links to celebrations). 

Within the topic ‘Autumn’ children will 

notice seasonal changes and look at natural 

objects we find that show autumn is here. 

We will use seasonal items to paint pictures 

and make collages. Children will notice 

changes in weather and we will talk about 

what we will need to wear now the 

weather is changing. We also look at 

seasons/weather around the world and 

compare to our own experiences. 

  

Throughout our ‘Fairy Tales’ topic we will 

continue to encourage our love of reading. 

Children will explore familiar texts in detail, 

hear alternative versions, and re-enact and 

retell familiar stories in their own words. 

We introduce cooking through the stories. 

The fairy tales continue to support PSE 

topics linked to sharing, working together, 

keeping safe and talking about feelings. 

 

Within the topic ‘Winter’ children will 

again look at seasonal changes. 

Children will learn about what animals 

do to keep warm in the winter 

months. We will talk about what we 

need to wear when we are going 

outside in the winter months. We have 

a science focus on the cold and ice, 

exploring these through various 

experiences and learning to make 

predictions. 

 

With a focus on our local area we will 

place Flamstead End on a map and find 

out about where we live in the world. 

We will look at the area immediately 

around our school, what will we find, 

what do we do when we are not in 

Nursery? This topic could also include 

transport, road safety, people who 

help us in our local area, what jobs do 

people do? We will take the 

opportunity to look beyond Cheshunt, 

the children will be encouraged to 

share the places they have been to – 

on holiday, to visit family, both within 

the UK and beyond. 

This topic provides the children with 

the opportunity to learn more about 

seasonal changes. The children will 

take part in a spring walk and observe 

the signs of spring and new life in the 

school environment. They will be 

encouraged to link previous learning in 

order to make seasonal comparisons.  

They will learn about how things grow 

and what is needed for this to happen. 

Children will plant seeds and observe 

changes as they grow. Children will 

have the opportunity to look at how 

they have grown and changed. 

Children will explore the changes that 

occur in various lifecycles. 

 

Through the ‘In the Garden’ topic 

children will have the opportunity to 

learn what a minibeast is. They will 

learn about a variety of minibeasts and 

will look at similarities and differences 

between them. Children will take part 

in a minibeast hunt and have the 

opportunity to explore habitats. 

Creative materials will be used to 

create minibeasts. Children will create 

movements for different minibeasts 

through dance, linking actions to 

music. Children will observe and talk 

about the changes that take place 

during the lifecycles of butterflies.  We 

will also take the opportunity to 

explore other areas of the garden – to 

explore ponds and lifecycles within 

them, we will continue to observe our 

plants and vegetables growing and will 

learn about how we play and explore 

the outdoors, supporting our gross 

motor development that has been 

woven into all our topics. 

During this topic we will be exploring 

the outside, and places we visit. As an 

open-ended topic this could include 

the park, museums, being on a farm, at 

a zoo or at the seaside. Children will 

be encouraged to share familiar 

experiences with each other and talk 

about what they know. 

Children will be drawing on all the 

skills they have learnt whilst with us to 

represent their ideas through craft, 

mark making, talk, music and 

storytelling. 

 

The children will be encouraged to talk 

about their next steps, we will be 

looking forward to meeting new 

teachers and talking about what 

Reception will be like for us all. Staff 

make links with local schools; children 

moving to our own Reception will be 

encouraged to visit and Reception 

teachers make links with our children 

through story times and visits. 

 

Possible Texts Various texts to introduce starting Nursery. 

‘Mr Men’ series by Roger Hargreaves 

 

‘The Colour Monster’ by Anna Llenas 

‘Beautiful Oops’ by Barney Saltzberg 

‘It’s OK to be different’ by Todd Parr 

‘Mr Big’ Ed Vere 

‘Red rockets and rainbow jelly’ by Nick 

Sharratt and Sue Heap 

 

Core nursery rhymes 

Autumn non-fiction texts 

‘The little leaf’ Anon 

‘We’re going on a leaf hunt’ 

‘Pumpkin soup’ by Helen Cooper 

‘Leaf Man’ by Lois Ehlert 

Seasonal non-fiction texts 

 

‘The Enormous Turnip’ – various texts 

‘The Enormous Watermelon’ by Brenda 

Parkes 

‘Hansel and Gretel’ – various texts 

‘The Gingerbread Man’ – various texts 

‘Goldilocks and the 3 Bears’ – various texts 

‘The Jolly Postman’s Christmas’ Janet and 

Allen Ahlberg 

‘The night before Christmas’ 

Non-fiction texts and stories linked to 

celebrated festivals 

‘Jack Frost’ by Kazuno Kohara 

‘A little bit of winter’ by Paul Stewart 

‘My vest is white’ Nick Bruna 

‘The tale of Jack Frost’ David Melling 

‘Rafik’s icicle’ 

Seasonal non-fiction texts 

 

‘Mr Wolf’s pancakes’ by Jan Fernley 

 

Non-fiction texts and stories linked to 

celebrated festivals. 

 

 

’10 Seeds’ by Ruth Brown 

‘The little seed’ by Eric Carle 

‘Oliver’s …’ series by Vivian French 

‘Eddie’s garden’ by Sarah Garland 

‘Bean diary’ non-fiction 

Non-fiction texts on plant growth 

Seasonal non-fiction texts 

 

Non-fiction texts and stories linked to 

celebrated festivals 

‘The hungry caterpillar’ by Eric Carle 

‘The bad tempered ladybird’ by Eric 

Carle 

‘The very busy spider’ by Eric Carle 

‘Miss Spider’s tea party’ by David Kirk 

‘What the ladybird heard’ by Julia 

Donaldson 

‘Snails walk’ 

‘Snail trail’ Ruth Brown 

‘Snail trail, in search of a modern 

masterpiece’ by Jo Saxton 

‘Are you a ladybird?’ by Brian and Jillian 

Cutting 

‘Mad about minibeasts’ by Giles 

Andreae 

‘Growing frogs’ by Vivian French 

‘Oi frog!’ by Kes Gray 

‘The Frog Prince’ 

Texts will be dependent on each 

week’s theme and could include books 

about art work, dinosaurs, farm 

animals, the zoo, seaside stories, and 

transport. 

 

Non-fiction texts and stories linked to 

days out. 

PSE elements New beginnings and groups we belong to? 

How can we be a good friend? Getting on and Falling Out? 

Do we have goals we can work towards?  Relationships 

Are we ready for Reception?  Changes 

Links 

Key Events 

The 4 seasons     Black History 

Walk to local park  

Rosh Hashanah 

The 4 seasons  Bonfire Night  Diwali   

Remembrance Day   Children In Need   

Hanukah    Christmas 

The 4 seasons    Book Day 

Pancake Day   Local walk? 

 

The 4 seasons     Easter 

Eid     Ramadan    

 

The 4 seasons 

Transition events 

Order caterpillars 

The 4 seasons 

Sports day     Nursery picnic 

Story teller visit 

During the academic year planning will also include the children’s interests. Ideas about how staff can move children's learning and development forward from things that we have observed them doing, will also be used and recorded in short term planning. Throughout the 

academic year we will focus on the prime areas of learning, with a particular focus on communication and language development. 

Music enhances our curriculum throughout the year, supporting expressive arts and early literacy skills. Within our PSE curriculum throughout the year we will focus on children building resilience and understanding the importance of being healthy inside and out. 

The staff will use the White Rose maths scheme, alongside NCETM maths understanding and mastery to deliver and teach mathematical areas to the children. Flamstead End is a RWI school, the scheme is used to deliver focused phonic session starting in the spring term. 

Leading up to this point, and woven in to our CL and Literacy curriculum, are elements of rhyme, alliteration, sound awareness. Stories, rhymes and songs are a key part of our Nursery curriculum and woven into daily routines. 

 


