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1. Aims 

This policy aims to ensure: 

 That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of knowledge 
and skills needed for good progress through school and life 

 Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no child 
gets left behind 

 A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers 

 Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice 

2. Legislation 

This policy is based on requirements set out in the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) that applies from September 2021. 

This document also complies with our funding agreement and articles of association. 

3. Structure of the EYFS 

Flamstead End’s Early Years comprises of a morning and afternoon Pre-School, offering twenty places per 
session, a morning and afternoon Nursery, offering thirty places per session and a two-form entry Reception 
for sixty children. 
 
We offer the statutory 15 hours Free Early Education (FEE) over five days with children being offered either 
five mornings or five afternoons in the Nursery. 
 
Flamstead End School also offer places under the government’s ’30 hours free childcare offer for working 
parents’. The offer at Flamstead End School will be for children to have their first 15 hours in the Nursery 
classroom (am or pms), Monday through to Friday. The additional hours (up to a maximum of 30) will be 
within our Pre-School classroom (am or pm – opposite to the Nursery place allocated). These are during 
school term time only. Children will need to attend a minimum of 5 Nursery sessions and 3 Pre-School 
sessions each week at Flamstead End School. 
 
We offer a chargeable Lunch Club for Nursery children that runs from 11:45am to 12:30pm. Children can 
bring their own packed lunch to eat or a hot meal can be purchased through the school from Herts Catering 
Ltd. The Lunch Club is chargeable at the prevailing published rate (£4.35 per day) with a minimum of 3 lunch 
sessions per week. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/


 

 

 

4. Curriculum 

Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the latest version of the EYFS statutory framework 
that applies from September 2021. 

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-
connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity 
and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.  

The prime areas are: 

 Communication and language 

 Physical development 

 Personal, social and emotional development  

 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

4.1 Planning  

Our Pre-School has its own building and outside area. This area is equipped to cater for the Nursery children 
who spend 15 of their 30 hours here and for the 2+ year olds who join us here at Flamstead End School. The 
Nursery children are offered a nursery style provision within this setting with our Pre School simultaneously 
being offered the provision for their age range. The children are catered for by qualified nursery TAs and are 
overseen by our Nursery and Preschool leader. 

Our Nursery is able to offer 30 hours, where we provide 15 hours (either am or pm) in our nursery, which is 
topped up in our Pre School setting. The Nursery has its own outside play area which provides an extension 
to the learning and continuous provision offered inside the classroom. The outside area caters for the areas of 
learning required by the framework, including climbing areas for the development of gross motor. Our Nursery 
children are introduced to the teaching ethos and methods around Read Write Inc during from January to 
ready them for our reception year.  

Nursery and Pre-School are lead by Kerry Palmer our Nursery and Pre School leader who is responsible for 
planning and monitoring the progress of the children in these two areas of the EYFS. 

Our Reception classes are situated next to the Nursery and have their own outside play area to allow free flow 
and a continuation of the learning offered inside the classroom. This area caters for the entire curriculum 
wherever possible and has a dedicated climbing area to aid gross motor development. This shared area 
allows the children to mix as their classes are not set until the beginning of Y1. Both Reception teachers and 
Reception TAs interact with all children to ensure that they are known to all. The children learn their phonics 
through Read Write Inc. in Reception and math through the foundations math essentials (HfL). The Reception 
classes are jointly led by the class teachers of reception who are given additional time out of class to monitor 
and plan for the setting.   

All areas have their own library. The books here are chosen from the main EYFS/KS1 situated in the same 
building.  

Staff plan activities and experiences for children that enable children to develop and learn effectively. In order 
to do this, staff working with the youngest children are expected to focus strongly on the 3 prime areas.  

Staff also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their 
care, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. Where a child may have a 
special educational need or disability, staff consider whether specialist support is required, linking with 
relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate.  



 

 

 

In planning and guiding children’s activities, staff reflect on the different ways that children learn and include 
these in their practice.  

4.2 Teaching 

Within Nursery and Pre-School, we aim to provide a clearly defined learning environment designed to allow 

and encourage children to begin, extend and deepen their understanding of the Early Years curriculum. The 

environment supports independence, curiosity and hands on play-based learning. Our provision enables 
children to explore recent learning, practice new skills and follow their own interests. During the Preschool and 

Nursery sessions, staff enhance this provision with careful interventions, a mix or adult-led within child-

initiated activity time, that take place in the form of small group time, on a 1:1 basis or in whole class carpet 

times. Resources and experiences are chosen to provide high quality teaching and learning.   

  

The environment, both indoors and outdoors, plays a key role in enabling and extending children’s learning 

and development. Children are encouraged to find and use equipment and resources independently in a 

secure and safe space for most of the day. Children are able to free flow between indoor and outdoor areas. 

When planning for outdoor learning we carefully consider the space as realise it offers extension to the 

learning in the classroom. Curriculum areas are covered, including, but not exclusively, opportunities for gross 

motor development, understanding nature and growing and communication development. They have the 

same opportunities to access the curriculum outdoors and indoors. Focused teaching takes place outdoors 
and indoors.  

  

Practitioners realise the uniqueness of each child and offer warm and positive interactions to support each 

child as they move and develop through the Preschool and Nursery years.   

Close links with parents and the sharing of information on curriculum, skills development and progress mean 

practitioners can help to develop the whole child. 

  

As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards preparing 

children for their Reception year and the transition to new settings. Practitioners realise the need for children 

to be independent thinkers and learners and have the confidence to adapt to new situations, asking for help 

when needed. Opportunities to develop number and phonological awareness are also built into daily routines, 

practitioners encourage purposeful mark-making and children’s independence continues to be encouraged. 
 

The transition from Nursery to Reception continues to incorporate the key values of child led learning within a 

safe and secure learning environment. Our planning includes a mixture of directed and free choice activities 

that foster the children’s level of need and interests, developing a higher level of motivation for children’s 

learning.   

 
During Reception, our timetable gradually includes more adult directed sessions to support the development 

of early reading, writing and counting skills. Children will have access to daily Mathematics and Phonic 

sessions, as well as topic based learning with Literacy aspects, that fosters children’s creative skills and 

understanding of the world around them. These are all taught through purposeful, interactive and visually 

stimulating activities as a whole class or small group. We make regular assessments of children’s learning by 

keeping samples of work, written observations and photos that we use to track children’s progress throughout 
the year.    

 
The Characteristics of Effective learning underpin the achievement of children’s development across the 

seven areas of learning and represent the processes rather than outcomes of learning. They describe factors 

which play a central role in becoming an independent learning and are key element of support for the 

transition process from EYFS to Year 1. Information describing children’s characteristics of effective learning, 

provide a clearer context for parents and teachers of children’s future learning needs.  
  
Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix 
of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Practitioners respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, 
guiding their development through warm, positive interaction. 

As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led 
activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1. 



 

 

 

The curriculum at Flamstead End has been developed to take into account the skills we believe children need 
to thrive, learn and become all round learners. Each area of the curriculum, and the components of these 
areas, have skills attached to them that underpin our teaching, The curriculum had been designed with the 
children’s learning at the heart of it and shared amongst all members of our Early Years team. 

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix 
of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Staff respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding 
their development through warm, positive interaction. 

As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led 
activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1. 

5. Assessment 

At Flamstead End School ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. 
Staff observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations 
are used to shape future planning. Staff also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers. 

When a child is aged between 2 and 3, staff review their progress and provide parents and/or carers with a 
written summary of the child’s development in the 3 prime areas. This ‘progress check’ highlights the areas in 
which a child is progressing well and the areas in which additional support is needed. 

Within the first 6 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the Reception Baseline Assessment 
(RBA).  

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 
early learning goals, indicating whether they are: 

 Meeting expected levels of development 

 Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 

The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the 
profile are shared with parents and/or carers for their child.  

The profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters guidance) and in partnership with 
other local schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to the local 
authority.   

Tapestry, an online journal that can be accessed by parents and carers and all members of our Team, is used 
throughout the EYFS at Flamstead End. 

This form of recording observations builds upon the interactions we already have with parents and carers and 
continues to build a picture of each individuals learning and progress whilst with us. Tapestry is used to 
celebrate ‘wow’ moments, evidence milestones in learning and celebrate achievements. Through tapestry with 
have the ability to message and speak to parents directly, building on the communication we already have 
with them. 

6. Working with parents 

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between staff and 
parents and/or carers. 

Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development. The progress check 
and EYFS profile helps to provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of their child’s knowledge, 
understanding and abilities. Throughout the year parents are also offered parent consultation appointments 
and/or individual unique summaries for their child outlining strengths and areas to progress. Stay and Plays 
offered to parents and carers allow them to see their child’s time and learning at Flamstead End first hand. 
These stay and plays will often have a focused theme to highlight our teaching practises e.g. RWI in 
Reception. 

In Pre-School, each child is assigned a key person who helps to ensure that their learning and care is tailored 
to meet their needs. The key person supports parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at 
home. The key person also helps families to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/development-matters--2


 

 

 

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between practitioners 
and parents and/or carers. We aim to build and maintain strong links with our families to ensure the best 
outcomes for the children in our care.  

In the Nursery, all practitioners are responsible for the monitoring and planning of next steps for all children in 
the setting. They interact regularly with parents on an informal basis and formally during the year. 

In Reception classes, the teachers encourage relationships with parents when they interact at the beginning 
and the end of the school day.  

Transition arrangements for all our EYFS at the end of the summer term and beginning of autumn term offer 
the parents and carers opportunities to meet staff and see our environment first hand. Transition 
arrangements include (and are adapted for each cohort) stay and play sessions, home visits, introductory 
booklets and videos for children, story sessions via email during the holidays, picnics. Transition 
arrangements are reviewed throughput the year to meet needs of our children and families. We also complete 
the HFL Transition Toolkit. 

7. Safeguarding and welfare procedures 

We promote good oral health, as well as good health in general, in the early years by talking to children about: 

 The effects of eating too many sweet things 

 The importance of brushing your teeth 

 Keeping clean and healthy 

The rest of our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our safeguarding policy. 

8. Monitoring arrangements 

This policy will be reviewed and approved by Max Dalton (head teacher) and the EYFS leads every number 2 
years.  

At every review, the policy will be shared with the governing board. 



 

 

 

 

Appendix 1. List of statutory policies and procedures for the EYFS  

 

Statutory policy or procedure for the EYFS Where can it be found? 

Safeguarding policy and procedures  See child protection and safeguarding policy 

Procedure for responding to illness See health and safety policy 

Administering medicines policy See supporting pupils with medical conditions policy 

Emergency evacuation procedure See health and safety policy 

Procedure for checking the identity of visitors See child protection and safeguarding policy 

Procedures for a parent failing to collect a child 
and for missing children 

See child protection and safeguarding policy 

Procedure for dealing with concerns and 
complaints 

See complaints policy 

 

 


