
 

 
 
 
 
 
PRE-SCHOOL OVERSUBSCRIPTION CRITERIA (age 2, 3 & 4 - 1st September) 

 

If more applications are received than the number of places available, the 
following rules will be applied when allocating places for 3 and 4 year olds: 
 
Rule 1  Children looked after and children who were previously looked 

after, including those who appear (to the admission authority) to have 
been in state care outside of England, and ceased to be in state care 
as a result of being adopted or became subject to a child 
arrangements order1 or a special guardianship order2. 

 
Rule 2   Children for whom it can be demonstrated that they have a 

particular medical or social need to go to the school.                 
  
Our governors will determine whether the evidence provided is 
sufficiently compelling to meet the requirements for this rule. The 
evidence must relate specifically to Flamstead End School and must 
clearly demonstrate why it is the only school that can meet the child’s 
needs.  

 
Rule 3  Sibling: Children who have a sibling on the roll at the school at the 

time of entry.  
 
In Year admissions: the sibling may be in the school’s final year as 
long as they will still be in attendance at the time of admission.   
 

Rule 4  Children of all staff employed by Flamstead End School.  
                      Priority will only be given to children of staff employed by either or  
                       both of the following circumstances.  

(a) Where the member of staff has parental responsibility and has 
been employed by Flamstead End for two years or more at the time at 
which the application to school is made/or    
(a)  The member of staff has parental responsibility and is recruited to 

fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skills shortage. 
Please note that the child must be living at the same address as the 
staff member. 
This applies to teaching and Support Staff, whether full or part-time. 

 
Rule 5           Children on the basis of distance  

These Rules will be applied in the order they are printed above. If your 
child does not qualify under Rule 5, they will be considered under this 
rule. If more  
children qualify under a particular rule than there are places available, 
a tiebreak will be used by applying the next rule to those children.  

 
These rules are applied in the order they are printed above. If more children qualify 
under a particular rule than there are spaces available, for rules 2-5 the next rule will 
be applied to further prioritise children. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Following the allocation of places to 3 & 4 year olds, if spaces remain, children who 
will have turned 2 by September may be offered a place using the criteria 1-3 above. 
This will be followed by date of birth (eldest first) and finally, 4-6) above. 
 
Distance Measurement 
All distances will be by a straight-line measurement from the address point of 
each individual house to the address point of the school. 
Where there is a need for a tie-breaker where two different addresses measure 
the same distance from school, in the case of a block of flats for example, the 
lower door number will be deemed nearest as logically this will be on the 
ground floor and therefore closer. If there are two identical addresses of 
separate applicants, the tie break will be random. 
 
Rules 1, 2 and 3 
For rules 1, 2 or 3 you will need to provide written professional confirmation of 
the child/family circumstances. This should be sent directly to Flamstead End 
School, Longfield Lane, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, EN7 6AG, addressed to 
Flamstead End Governors marked ‘Confidential’. 
For example: 
• An Educational Healthcare Plan naming the school 
• A letter/document from the relevant social worker confirming ‘looked after’ 
status or child protection issues 
• A letter/document from doctor/health visitor/consultant etc. confirming a 
child’s social or medical needs. Early application is advised if applying 
under rules 2 or 3 to allow enough time for information to be considered 
before the date the applications close. 
 
 
1 Child arrangements order 
Under the provisions of the Children and Families Act 2014, which amended section 8 of the Children 
Act 1989, residence orders have now been replaced by child arrangements orders which settle the 
arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the child is to live. 
 
2 Special guardianship order 
Under 14A of the Children Act 1989, an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special 
guardian or guardians. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 


